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The arts flourish in post-revolutionary Cuba, where the influence of north  
American culture is partly redressed through subsidies to Afro-Cuban performing 
groups such as Ballet Folklórico Cutumba, which teaches salsa to tourists

Insider’s tip

Idalberto Guerro Poll, 
producer/dancer, Turarte 
Dance Agency: ‘Whenever 
I can, I go to Playa Siboney, 
a beach 15km outside of 
Santiago. On the way are 
the 26 monuments in 
memory of the heroes who 
died during the attack on 
the Moncada Barracks with 
Fidel Castro. You can visit 
the farmhouse where the 
attack happened and see 
the bullet holes all over the 
walls. I am also a regular at 
the church of El Cobre (below), Cuba’s most sacred 
pilgrimage site and home of the black Madonna. It’s 
high on a hill 20km away, on the old road to Bayamo.’

Hot to trot: Jane 
learns salsa on 
the streets of 
Santiago de Cuba 
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the home of salsa


