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Tried, tested and tantalisingly attainable.

Exceptional opportunities on Cayenne demonstrators.

Search ëCayenne demonstratorsí.
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L7Life&Leisure

From left: learning the steps; Jane Cornwell
and dance partner at the Hotel Florida; and
vintage transport. PHOTO: RUTH ESTEVEZ

li
Where to stay

Hotel Saratoga
The most luxe
establishment in
town. Rates from
$US294 to $US714

Address
Prado 603, esq. a
Dragones,
La Habana Vieja
Tel: +53 7 868 1000

governmentnowhometotheAcademyof
Sciences.Orsaveandstay inaB&B,acasa
particular–privatehomeswith interior
courtyards, rooftopterracesandrooms
withensuites.The ‘30smansionLaRosade
Ortega,with itswhite linen,handmade
furnitureanddesignerexposedbrick, is ina
quietstreetonHavana’ssecondhighesthill.
CasaPedroMaria isasmallcolonial

house inChacon,astreetopposite the
Museumof theRevolution,with its24-hour
guard,andtheMuseumof theArts,where
jazzbandsplayonweekends.Featuring
abstractartplaced just so, itbelongs toa
siblingof theCubanballet iconCarlos
Acostaandisbutagrandjeté (oracoupleof
salsa turns)awayfromanewrestaurant,Al
Carbón,makingwaves for its traditional
Cubandishescookedovercharcoal.
Youcould, ifyoufindapublicWi-Fispot

thatworks,downloadAlaMesa,anappthat

lists thebestneweateries in town.Things
oftendon’twork inCuba.Busesdon’tarrive.
Bookingsdon’tmaterialise.Thereare
sporadicshortagesofbeer,milkpowder,
aguacongas.Theelectricitycangooff just
like that,plungingstreets intodarkness.All
thatcrackedmodernitywill staycrackedfor
sometime.
Best, then, tobeflexibleandpatient.To

takeyourcue fromCubans,who,as
Ribchesterstates, ‘‘havethiswarmth,
humanityandrealability tomakethemost
ofwhat theyhaveandlive inthemoment’’.
Whichmeansdancingandpartyingand

beingcomfortable intheirskin.
Cubanmodelsnext time,MrLagerfeld,

please. L&L
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JaneCornwell is the theauthorofTheWhirl:
Men,Music&Misadventures,HarperCollins
Australia,2015
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SummerinHavana
(August)sevennights
Afro-CubanIntensive;
11 nightsLegendaryClassic;
21nightDeluxeImmersion,
withathree-daybreak.

NewYear11and15nights
NewYearCelebratorytrip.
Champagnegaladinnerand

NewYear’sEveatoneofthe
world’smostglamorous
salsaclubs.

Easter/spring11-night
Dance&Party

Includes21professional
dancers,15to30hoursof
dancetuitionatfivelevels,

40 hoursaccompanied
dancingintheclubs,
accommodation,flights,
transfers,religiousand
culturaleventsplusanoff-
the-tourist-trackprogram.

ContactTel+447767313168
orgoto key2cuba.com and
captivatingcuba.com


