\ Polish jazz pianist, composer and
( R electronics experimentalist Joanna Duda
f‘ ] discovered her metier via a random
computer malfunction. Now set to play
_the EFG London Jazz Festival this month
with her forward-thinking trio, Jane
‘/Cornwe'TI%ﬁders into the matrix of Duda’s

musical mind to discover more

oanna Duda was in her mid-teens, tinkering with MP3s
on the family computer in Gdansk, Poland, when she
found herself at the intersection of two songs that, by
accident, were running simultaneously. It was a sound
so complex and free that it stopped her in her tracks, and sent
her brain into overdrive.
“All the rules [ knew about music were erased,” says Duda,
38, now a multi award-winning pianist, composer, producer
and interdisciplinary artist. “The sound was completely
new, a whole spectrum of itself. I felt light-headed. I had
butterflies in my stomach. Then it suddenly vanished
This was the early 2000s, and Windows: “Id
accidentally used a keyboard shorteut and closed both
applications,” she says, sitting in the home studio from
which she livestreamed on electronic instruments at
the start of the pandemic. “There was too much music
in the library and I couldn’t repeat it”
“I've often wondered why this moment was so
special,’ she continues. "A magic configuration?
Sormething about cheating the brain?*
She shrugs, her trademark dreadlocks akimbo.
“I've been searching for the feeling ever since
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