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‘Mama Africa’
As ‘African Symphony’ receives its UK premiere, 
Jane Cornwell introduces the orchestral project led 
by Benin-born legend Angélique Kidjo, who guides 
us on a musical journey across African and beyond 

Angélique Kidjo has always been living an ‘African 
ĀĆúýõüûĆ’. Büÿû öû āõò ðüîĀāîù ðöāĆ üó OĂöñîõ öû Ąõîā 
öĀ ûüĄ Bòûöû, āõò ðõöùñ üó ùöïòÿîù ýîÿòûāĀ, Āõò ôÿòĄ Ăý 
Āöûôöûô ùüðîù úòùüñöòĀ îûñ ôÿüüăöûô āü āõò úĂĀöð üó 
JîúòĀ BÿüĄû, Aÿòāõî Fÿîûøùöû îûñ āõò ôÿòîā SüĂāõ 
Aóÿöðîû ñöăî Möÿöîú Mîøòïî. TüñîĆ Āõò’Ā î fiăò-āöúò 
GÿîúúĆ-Ąöûûòÿ ĄõüĀò 16 îùïĂúĀ óüùñ öû òăòÿĆāõöûô 
óÿüú ÷îćć, óĂûø îûñ R&B āü ðùîĀĀöðîù îûñ Lîāöû úĂĀöð 
öûāü āõò WòĀā Aóÿöðîû āÿîñöāöüûĀ üó õòÿ ĆüĂāõ.

Wõòû, üûĀāîôò, āõöĀ ýòāöāò ýüĄòÿõüĂĀò āõÿüĄĀ ïîðø  
õòÿ õòîñ îûñ ĀöûôĀ ‘Cõòć úîúî, ðõòć úîúî Aóÿöðî’ –  
îû îûāõòú Ąò’ùù ïò õüùùòÿöûô îùüûô Ąöāõ āüñîĆ – öā öĀ, 
öûñöÿòðāùĆ, õòÿĀòùó āõîā Āõò öĀ Āöûôöûô îïüĂā. FùĂòûā 
öû úĂùāöýùò ùîûôĂîôòĀ, î ðîúýîöôûòÿ óüÿ UNICEF, 
Oąóîú îûñ õòÿ üĄû Bîāüûôî FüĂûñîāöüû, Ąõöðõ Āõò 
òĀāîïùöĀõòñ öû 2006 Ąöāõ āõò îöú üó òñĂðîāöûô ĆüĂûô 
Ąüúòû, òĀýòðöîùùĆ öû ÿòúüāò ýîÿāĀ üó āõò ðüûāöûòûā, 
Köñ÷ü öĀ î fiòÿðòùĆ ðüúúöāāòñ îúïîĀĀîñüÿ óüÿ Aóÿöðîû 
ðĂùāĂÿò. Wõöðõ, îĀ öā õîýýòûĀ, öĀ āõÿöăöûô. 

‘Aóÿöðîû ĀĂððòĀĀ ĀāüÿöòĀ Āāöùù ñüû’ā öûāòÿòĀā āõò WòĀāòÿû 
úòñöî, Ąõöðõ üăòÿùüüøĀ āõò ïüüú āõîā’Ā ïòòû āîøöûô 
ýùîðò öû ðüûāòúýüÿîÿĆ îÿā, îÿðõöāòðāĂÿò, óîĀõöüû, 
āòðõûüùüôĆ îûñ úĂĀöð,’ ĀîĆĀ Köñ÷ü, ĄõüĀò úüĀā ÿòðòûā 
îùïĂú, Mother Nature, ñòîùĀ Ąöāõ ðùöúîāò ðõîûôò, ÿîðöîù 
öûòþĂîùöāĆ îûñ Ąüúòû’Ā îĂāüûüúĆ îûñ óòîāĂÿòĀ ĆüĂûôòÿ 
Aóÿöðîû ôĂûĀùöûôòÿĀ öûðùĂñöûô Nöôòÿöîû Aóÿüïòîā Āāîÿ 
BĂÿûî BüĆ. MĂĀöð ÿòúîöûĀ õòÿ ñÿöăöûô óüÿðò: ‘Iā’Ā ĀĂðõ 
î ýüĄòÿóĂù āÿîûĀóüÿúîāöăò āõöûô. I ûòăòÿ ùòā îûĆ ðÿòîāöăò 
ïüĂûñîÿĆ Āāüý úò óÿüú îññöûô āü öā, āîøöûô öā óĂÿāõòÿ. 
MĂĀöð ðîû õòîù āõò Ąüÿùñ.

Sü, āõòû, āü African Symphony, î ûòĄ îððùîöúòñ 
üÿðõòĀāÿîù ýÿü÷òðā āõîā – óüùùüĄöûô õòÿ BBC PÿüúĀ  
ñòïĂā öû 2019 – Köñ÷ü öĀ ĀõüĄðîĀöûô îĀ ýîÿā üó Bÿîñóüÿñ 
2025 UK CöāĆ üó CĂùāĂÿò. A ðüùùòðāöüû – î Āüûô-ðĆðùò – üó 
îûāõòúĀ, ðüăòÿĀ îûñ üÿöôöûîùĀ öûāòûñòñ āü ôĂöñò ĂĀ üû 
î úòùüñöð ÷üĂÿûòĆ îðÿüĀĀ āõò Müāõòÿùîûñ îûñ ïòĆüûñ, 
āõò úĂĀöðîù ðüúòĀ ñòftùĆ îÿÿîûôòñ ïĆ ùîĂñòñ Aúòÿöðîû  

úĂùāö-öûĀāÿĂúòûāîùöĀā, ðüúýüĀòÿ îûñ ýÿüñĂðòÿ Dòÿÿöðø 
Hüñôò, ĄõüĀò ýÿòăöüĂĀ ðüùùîïüÿîāüÿĀ öûðùĂñò Cüúúüû, 
Rüïòÿā GùîĀýòÿ îûñ Jöùù Sðüāā. ‘Wò ñòðöñòñ āü ðòùòïÿîāò 
õòÿ 40-Ćòîÿ ÷üĂÿûòĆ ûüā ÷ĂĀā Ąöāõ õòÿ úĂĀöð ïĂā îùĀü Ąöāõ 
āõò ýòüýùò ĄõüĀò ùöăòĀ öûĀýöÿòñ õòÿ, îûñ õòÿ öûflĂòûðò 
üû Āü úîûĆ üó āõò ïöô Aóÿöðîû îÿāöĀāĀ ðüúöûô üĂā ûüĄ,’ 
Hüñôò õîĀ Āîöñ. ‘Sõò’Ā āõò üûò āõîā òăòÿĆüûò ÿòùîāòĀ āü.’

Tüûöôõā, ðüûñĂðāüÿ CõÿöĀ Cîúòÿüû îûñ āõò BBC 
Põöùõîÿúüûöð OÿðõòĀāÿî ðüùùîïüÿîāò üû î ĀõüĄ āõîā 
õüûüĂÿĀ òăòÿĆāõöûô óÿüú ĀĆúýõüûöð úĂĀöð āü Aóÿüýüý, 
āõîā āîøòĀ öû ùüăò ĀüûôĀ, ýÿüāòĀā ĀüûôĀ îûñ ĀüûôĀ  
üó óÿòòñüú; āÿîñöāöüûîù ĀüûôĀ, ñîûðò ĀüûôĀ îûñ ĀüûôĀ 
öûðùĂñöûô ‘Nüûôþüûôþü’ – î ýîòîû āü ñòýîÿāöûô õòÿüòĀ 
ïĆ Möÿöîú Mîøòïî, ĄõüĀò ‘Mîúî Aóÿöðî’ úüûöøòÿ õîĀ, 
îĀ Ąò’ÿò îïüĂā āü Āòò, ïòòû úüÿò āõîû îïùĆ ýîĀĀòñ üû.

‘I Ąîûāòñ āü āòùù î ĀāüÿĆ ïîĀòñ üû úĆ ýòÿĀüûîù 
òąýòÿöòûðò îûñ úĆ úĂĀöðîù ïîðøôÿüĂûñ,’ ĀîĆĀ Köñ÷ü, 
Ąõü îĀ î ðõöùñ ĄîĀ ïĂùùöòñ óüÿ õòÿ úĂĀöðîù îĀýöÿîāöüûĀ 
(‘Fòúîùò úĂĀöðöîûĀ Ąòÿò ûüā îýýÿüăòñ üó’) îûñ, îftòÿ õòÿ 
1981 ñòïĂā Pretty úîñò õòÿ î Āāîÿ îā õüúò, òĀðîýòñ 
Bòûöû’Ā āõòû ÿòýÿòĀĀöăò ñöðāîāüÿĀõöý āü Āāîÿā î ûòĄ ùöóò 
öû PîÿöĀ, Ąüÿøöûô üññ ÷üïĀ îûñ îĀ î ïîðøöûô Āöûôòÿ āü 
ýîĆ óüÿ õòÿ ĀāĂñöòĀ îā ÷îćć Āðõüüù. Hòÿ ðüûðòýāĀ üăòÿ āõò 
òûĀĂöûô ñòðîñòĀ õîăò ïòòû ðõîÿîðāòÿöĀāöðîùùĆ ïüùñ: î 
āÿöü üó îùïĂúĀ āÿîðöûô āõò ÿüüāĀ üó ĀùîăòÿĆ; Aóÿöðîû āîøòĀ 
üû Rîăòù’Ā Bolero; āõò úĂĀöð üó CĂïîû ĀîùĀòÿî Còùöî CÿĂć; 

îûñ õòÿ üĄû ăòÿĀöüû üó Tîùøöûô HòîñĀ’ 1980 îùïĂú 
Remain in Light. Sõò’Ā Ąüÿøòñ Ąöāõ āõò ùöøòĀ üó Põöùöý 
GùîĀĀ, āõò LĂąòúïüĂÿô Põöùõîÿúüûöð îûñ Yü-Yü Mî. 
Wöāõ African Symphony Āõò ôüòĀ üûò Āāòý óĂÿāõòÿ.  
‘I Ąîûā āü ĀõüĄ āõò ÿöðõûòĀĀ îûñ ïòîĂāĆ üó Aóÿöðîû 
ðĂùāĂÿò,’ Āõò ĀîĆĀ. ‘I îùĀü Ąîûāòñ āü Āýòîø üó āõò ĀāÿĂôôùòĀ 
āõîā îÿāöĀāĀ òûðüĂûāòÿ öû āõò ýĂÿĀĂöā üó āõòöÿ úĂĀöð.’

Hòÿò, āõòû, öĀ ‘SüĄòāü BùĂòĀ’, āõò îûāö-îýîÿāõòöñ îûāõòú 
ýòûûòñ ïĆ āÿĂúýòāòÿ îûñ ïîûñùòîñòÿ HĂôõ MîĀòøòùî 
āõîā ĄîĀ î Āāîûñîÿñ üó Mîøòïî’Ā ĀòāĀ. Hòÿò îÿò ‘LîñĆ’,  
î ýüĄòÿóĂù ñòýöðāöüû üó Aóÿöðîû Ąüúòû’Ā Āòùó-
ñòāòÿúöûîāöüû ýòûûòñ ïĆ Nöôòÿöîû Aóÿüïòîā öðüû Fòùî 
KĂāö, îûñ Köñ÷ü’Ā üĄû 1994 õöā ‘Aôüùü’, Ąöāõ öāĀ āõòúòĀ 
üó ðõüöðò îûñ ðüûĀòþĂòûðò, öāĀ úîôûòāöð ýĂùù āü ñîûðò. 
Löăöûô ùòôòûñĀ üó Aóÿöðîû úĂĀöð îÿò îùĀü õüûüĂÿòñ: 
Sîùöó Kòöāî Ąöāõ ‘Fôùüû’, î Āāÿöûô-ùîñòû āĂûò ĄõüĀò ùĆÿöðĀ 
ÿòùîāò āü āõò ÿòāĂÿû üó ñòúüðÿîðĆ öû Mîùö. SòûòôîùòĀò 
ĀĂýòÿĀāîÿ YüĂĀĀüĂ N’DüĂÿ õîĀ ‘7 SòðüûñĀ’, õöĀ ĀúîĀõ 
õöā Ąöāõ Nòûòõ CõòÿÿĆ, öûāòÿýÿòāòñ öû Köñ÷ü’Ā öûöúöāîïùò 
ĀāĆùò. Eąýòðā î úòñùòĆ üó Bÿîćöùöîû āĂûòĀ, îûñ îûüāõòÿ 
üó AóÿüïòîāĀ õöāĀ ïĆ āõò ùöøòĀ üó BĂÿûî BüĆ îûñ Ròúî. 

Aÿò ĆüĂ ÿòîñĆ, Bÿîñóüÿñ? Tõòû õüùñ üûāü āõò ĀöñòĀ. 
AûôéùöþĂò Köñ÷ü – îûñ Aóÿöðî – îÿò öû āõò õüĂĀò.

Jane Cornwell is a writer on arts and music, and the recipient of  
the Jazz Media Award at the Parliamentary Jazz Awards 2022.

Chris Cameron conductor
proms debut artist

CõÿöĀ Cîúòÿüû õîĀ ýÿüñĂðòñ îûñ Ąÿöāāòû üÿðõòĀāÿîù 
îÿÿîûôòúòûāĀ óüÿ î ăîÿöòāĆ üó ýÿüóòĀĀöüûîù úĂĀöðöîûĀ îûñ 
ýòÿóüÿúòÿĀ öû AĂĀāÿîùöî, EĂÿüýò, Jîýîû îûñ āõò USA. Hò 
ĄîĀ MĂĀöðîù Döÿòðāüÿ óüÿ î ûĂúïòÿ üó Gòüÿôò Möðõîòù’Ā 
ðüûðòÿā āüĂÿĀ îûñ TV îýýòîÿîûðòĀ, öûðùĂñöûô āõò 25 Löăò 
TüĂÿ, Fîöāõ TüĂÿ, MTV Unplugged, Pîăîÿüāāö & FÿöòûñĀ, 
Mîûñòùî DîĆ Cüûðòÿā îûñ Cüûðòÿā óüÿ Hüýò, î HIV- îûñ 
AIDS-îĄîÿòûòĀĀ ðüûðòÿā ôöăòû öû āõò ýÿòĀòûðò üó Döîûî, 
PÿöûðòĀĀ üó WîùòĀ. CõÿöĀ Cîúòÿüû õîĀ îùĀü Ąÿöāāòû 
Āāÿöûô, ïÿîĀĀ, ăüðîù îûñ ðõüÿîù îÿÿîûôòúòûāĀ óüÿ Möðõîòù, 
îûñ óüÿ îÿāöĀāĀ îûñ ôÿüĂýĀ ĀĂðõ îĀ MöôĂòù BüĀé, RîûñĆ 
CÿîĄóüÿñ, SāòÿòüýõüûöðĀ, Tîøò Tõîā îûñ Töûî TĂÿûòÿ.

Corinne Bailey Rae vocals
proms debut artist

EûôùöĀõ Āöûôòÿ-ĀüûôĄÿöāòÿ îûñ úĂĀöðöîû Cüÿöûûò  
BîöùòĆ Rîò Āõüā āü óîúò öû 2006 Ąöāõ õòÿ Āòùó-āöāùòñ 
ñòïĂā îùïĂú, óòîāĂÿöûô āõò õöāĀ ‘PĂā YüĂÿ RòðüÿñĀ Oû’ 
îûñ ‘Löøò î Sāîÿ’. Sõò õîĀ Āöûðò ÿòùòîĀòñ āõÿòò óĂÿāõòÿ 
îùïĂúĀ, āõò ùîāòĀā üó Ąõöðõ ĄîĀ 2023’Ā Black Rainbows. 
TõöĀ ĄîĀ óüùùüĄòñ ïĆ î ĄüÿùñĄöñò õòîñùöûò āüĂÿ āõîā 
öûðùĂñòñ îýýòîÿîûðòĀ îā GùîĀāüûïĂÿĆ FòĀāöăîù, LîāöāĂñò 
FòĀāöăîù, āõò Nîāöüûîù Jîćć MĂĀòĂú öû Hîÿùòú, Nüÿāõ 
Sòî Jîćć FòĀāöăîù, Wò OĂā Hòÿò îûñ Yîùò UûöăòÿĀöāĆ’Ā 
SðõĄîÿćúîû Còûāòÿ. Sõò õîĀ Ąüû āĄü GÿîúúĆ AĄîÿñĀ, 
āĄü MOBOĀ, āĄü MòÿðĂÿĆ Pÿöćò ûüúöûîāöüûĀ îûñ î BET 

Angélique Kidjo
AûôéùöþĂò Köñ÷ü ĄîĀ ûîúòñ üûò üó āõò 100 úüĀā 
öûflĂòûāöîù ýòüýùò öû āõò Ąüÿùñ ïĆ Time öû 2021. Iû 
2011 The Guardian öûðùĂñòñ õòÿ öû öāĀ Tüý 100 MüĀā 
IûĀýöÿöûô Wüúòû öû āõò Wüÿùñ, Ąõöùò Forbes has 
ÿîûøòñ õòÿ îĀ āõò fiÿĀā Ąüúîû öû öāĀ ùöĀā üó āõò MüĀā 
PüĄòÿóĂù CòùòïÿöāöòĀ öû Aóÿöðî. Sõò öĀ āõò ÿòðöýöòûā üó 
āõò 2015 CÿĆĀāîù AĄîÿñ, ôöăòû ïĆ āõò Wüÿùñ Eðüûüúöð 
FüÿĂú, āõò 2016 AúûòĀāĆ Iûāòÿûîāöüûîù AúïîĀĀîñüÿ 
üó CüûĀðöòûðò AĄîÿñ, āõò 2018 Gòÿúîû SĂĀāîöûîïöùöāĆ 
AĄîÿñ, āõò 2023 Vöùðòø Pÿöćò öû MĂĀöð îûñ āõò 2023 
Püùîÿ MĂĀöð Pÿöćò. Hòÿ ăüöðò, Āāîôò ýÿòĀòûðò îûñ 
flĂòûðĆ öû úĂùāöýùò ðĂùāĂÿòĀ îûñ ùîûôĂîôòĀ õîăò Ąüû 
õòÿ ÿòĀýòðā óÿüú ýòòÿĀ îûñ òąýîûñòñ õòÿ óüùùüĄöûô 
ĄüÿùñĄöñò. Sõò õîĀ ðÿüĀĀ-ýüùùöûîāòñ āõò WòĀā Aóÿöðîû 
āÿîñöāöüûĀ üó õòÿ ðõöùñõüüñ öû Bòûöû Ąöāõ òùòúòûāĀ 
üó R&B, óĂûø îûñ ÷îćć, îĀ Ąòùù îĀ öûflĂòûðòĀ óÿüú 
EĂÿüýò îûñ Lîāöû Aúòÿöðî. Oó õòÿ 16 LPĀ, fiăò õîăò 
Ąüû î GÿîúúĆ AĄîÿñ óüÿ BòĀā Gùüïîù MĂĀöð AùïĂú: 
Djin Djin (2007), EVE (2014), Angélique Kidjo Sings with 
the Luxembourg Philharmonic (2015), Celia (2019) îûñ, 
úüĀā ÿòðòûāùĆ, Mother Nature (2021), Ąõöðõ ĀîĄ õòÿ ÷üöû 
óüÿðòĀ Ąöāõ úîûĆ îÿāöĀāĀ Āõò õîĀ öûĀýöÿòñ – ðÿòîāüÿĀ üó 
WòĀā Aóÿöðîû úĂĀöð, Aóÿüïòîā, Aóÿüýüý, ñîûðòõîùù, õöý-
õüý, îûñ îùā-R&B. Hòÿ úòúüöÿ, Spirit Rising: My Life, My 
Music, ĄîĀ ýĂïùöĀõòñ öû 2014. Sõò öĀ î UNICEF GüüñĄöùù 
îûñ Oąóîú Gùüïîù AúïîĀĀîñüÿ îûñ ðÿòîāòñ î ðõîÿöāîïùò 
óüĂûñîāöüû, Bîāüûôî, ñòñöðîāòñ āü ĀĂýýüÿāöûô āõò 
òñĂðîāöüû üó ĆüĂûô ôöÿùĀ öû Aóÿöðî.

AĄîÿñ óüÿ BòĀā Iûāòÿûîāöüûîù Aðā. Sõò õîĀ Āüùñ üăòÿ 10 
úöùùöüû îùïĂúĀ ĄüÿùñĄöñò, Ąöāõ ‘PĂā YüĂÿ RòðüÿñĀ Oû’ 
ôîÿûòÿöûô üăòÿ î ïöùùöüû ĀāÿòîúĀ îûñ îðõöòăöûô óüĂÿ-
āöúòĀ ýùîāöûĂú ĀāîāĂĀ.

BBC Philharmonic Orchestra
FüĂûñòñ öû 1922 îĀ āõò 2ZY OÿðõòĀāÿî, āõò BBC 
Põöùõîÿúüûöð OÿðõòĀāÿî öĀ üûò üó āõò úüĀā ðòùòïÿîāòñ 
ïÿüîñðîĀā òûĀòúïùòĀ öû āõò Ąüÿùñ. AĄîĆ óÿüú āõò 
Põöùõîÿúüûöð SāĂñöü, öāĀ ïÿüîñðîĀā õüúò öû Sîùóüÿñ,  
āõò üÿðõòĀāÿî ýÿòĀòûāĀ î ĀòÿöòĀ îā MîûðõòĀāòÿ’Ā 
BÿöñôòĄîāòÿ Hîùù îĀ Ąòùù îĀ ùöăò ðüûðòÿāĀ ÿòðüÿñòñ 
öû ăòûĂòĀ îðÿüĀĀ āõò ðüĂûāÿĆ, îā āõò BBC PÿüúĀ îûñ 
üû üăòÿĀòîĀ āüĂÿĀ. Tõò üÿðõòĀāÿî’Ā Cõöòó CüûñĂðāüÿ 
öĀ Jüõû SāüÿôåÿñĀ. Aû÷î Böõùúîöòÿ öĀ Pÿöûðöýîù GĂòĀā 
CüûñĂðāüÿ îûñ JĂùöî Wüùóò öĀ CüúýüĀòÿ öû RòĀöñòûðò óüÿ 
2025/26. LîĀā Ćòîÿ öā ôîăò āõò Ąüÿùñ ýÿòúöòÿò üó HĂîûô 
RĂü’Ā City of Floating Sounds, îû öúúòÿĀöăò ĀĆúýõüûöð 
òąýòÿöòûðò, îā āõò Aăöăî SāĂñöüĀ. Iû Mîÿðõ öā óüùùüĄòñ 
āõöĀ Ăý Ąöāõ Põöùõîÿúüûöð SòĀĀöüûĀ: Tõò AĂôúòûāòñ 
OÿðõòĀāÿî, óòîāĂÿöûô āõò UK ýÿòúöòÿò üó Aûûî CùĆûò’Ā 
PALETTE. Füÿāõðüúöûô ýÿòúöòÿòĀ öûðùĂñò úĂĀöð ïĆ 
LîĂÿî BüĄùòÿ, EñúĂûñ FöûûöĀ, Gîïÿöòùùî Súöāõ îûñ 
JĂùöî Wüùóò, îûñ āõò UK ýÿòúöòÿò üó DĂ YĂû’Ā PĂùöāćòÿ 
Pÿöćò-Ąöûûöûô üýòÿî Angel’s Bone. Aā āõò òûñ üó 2023 
āõò Põöùõîÿúüûöð ÿòùòîĀòñ Musical Storyland, î 10-ýîÿā 
TV ĀòÿöòĀ óüÿ ĆüĂûô ýòüýùò Ąõöðõ ïÿöûôĀ óîúüĂĀ ĀāüÿöòĀ 
óÿüú îÿüĂûñ āõò Ąüÿùñ āü ùöóò ĂĀöûô āõò ýüĄòÿ üó úĂĀöð. 

 I wanā āo Āhow āhe ÿichneĀĀ and 
beaĂāy of Afÿican cĂlāĂÿe. I alĀo 
wanāed āo Āpeak of āhe ĀāÿĂggleĀ  
āhaā aÿāiĀāĀ encoĂnāeÿ in āhe 
pĂÿĀĂiā of āheiÿ mĂĀic. 

AûôéùöþĂò Köñ÷ü, fiăò-āöúò Ąöûûòÿ üó BòĀā Gùüïîù MĂĀöð AùïĂú îā āõò GÿîúúĆĀ
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Angélique Kidjo 
African Symphony UK premiere 80’ 

Tracks to include:

 Fela Kuti Lady

 Miriam Makeba  
 Nongqongqo (To Those We Love)

 Hugh Masekela Soweto Blues

 Manu Dibango Soul Makossa

 Youssou N’dour/Nenah Cherry/ 
 Cameron McVey/Jonathan Sharp  
 7 seconds

 Pedro Rodgrigues Carnaval de São Vicente

 Salif Keita Fôlon

 Khaogelo Moagi/Nomcebo Nkwanyana 
 Jerusalema

 Angelique Kidjo/Jean Hebrail  
 Agolo 
  Afiÿika

 Miriam Makeba/Jerry Ragovoy Pata Pata

 All tracks arranged by Derrick Hodge

Angélique Kidjo  
Corinne Bailey Rae guest vocals 
Amen Viana guitar 
David Donatien percussion

BBC Philharmonic Orchestra 
Chris Cameron conductor 

Linton Stephens presenter

There will be no interval

The appearance of Angélique Kidjo has been made possible with 
the support of Bradford 2025 UK City of Culture.

Angélique Kidjo:  
African Symphony

ThiĀ conceÿā iĀ bÿoadcaĀā liăe on BBC Radio 3. LiĀāen on BBC SoĂndĀ.
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PROMS Q&A 

Wõîā ñüòĀ öā úòîû āü ôöăò āõò UK ýÿòúöòÿò üó African Symphony 
õòÿò öû Bÿîñóüÿñ? 
I am very fond of this programme, which I performed previously 

at Carnegie Hall in New York and at the Philharmonie de Paris. 

I have performed a lot with classical orchestras here in the UK, 

from my own songs to the symphonies that Philip Glass has 

written for me. I am so happy to sing African Symphony with the 

BBC Philharmonic Orchestra for my second BBC Prom, following 

my Celia Cruz tribute concert at the Royal Albert Hall back in 2019. 

It’s a real privilege to bring this piece to Bradford in the year that it 

celebrates its status as UK City of Culture.

Iû Ąõîā ĄîĆ ñü āõòĀò ĀüûôĀ āòùù āõò ĀāüÿĆ üó ĆüĂÿ üĄû ýòÿĀüûîù 
òąýòÿöòûðò îûñ úĂĀöðîù ïîðøôÿüĂûñ? 
These songs tell the story of both my artistic and my personal 

life, becaĂĀe āhe aÿāiĀāĀ Ąho Āang āhem haăe inĀpiÿed me deeply – 

from my mentor, Miriam Makeba, to such luminaries as Cesária 

Évora, Youssou N’Dour and Salif Keita. Also I’ve had the honour to 

personally meet most of them, and they gave me a lot of support 

in the beginning of my career. 

HüĄ ñöñ ĆüĂ ðõüüĀò Ąõöðõ ĀüûôĀ āü öûðùĂñò öû African Symphony. 
HüĄ ñöñ ĆüĂ Ąîûā āõò üăòÿîùù Āõîýò üó āõò Āüûô-ðĆðùò āü óòòù? 
I wanted to showcase the whole range and beauty of the African 

song tradition. That’s why you have songs from all over the 

continent, from ‘Malaika’ from Tanzania to ‘Fôlon’ from Mali. It’s a 

celebration of the incredible work of so many brilliant composers.

IĀ āõòÿò î Āüûô āõîā ĆüĂ îÿò ýîÿāöðĂùîÿùĆ ùüüøöûô óüÿĄîÿñ āü 
ýòÿóüÿúöûô āüûöôõā?  
My motivation was to choose songs that are fun to sing, so all 

of those songs are favourites of mine!

Wõîā ĄüĂùñ ĆüĂ ĀîĆ Aóÿöðîû úĂĀöðîù ðĂùāĂÿò õîĀ āü üffòÿ 
îĂñöòûðòĀ āõîā ûü üāõòÿ āÿîñöāöüû ðîû? 
African culture is at the root of so much music. Who knew that  
J. S. Bach, when he was composing his sarabandes, was building 
upon a tradition whose roots can be traced back to a dance 
originating from enslaved people in North Africa? I feel that 
these days there is a trend to acknowledge more and more the 
importance of African culture, and I want to bring my small  
contribution to that trend!

Angélique Kidjo
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