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Hiromi
Uehara,

Qreatest
Iving Jazz
musician, and
once known
for her
freakishly big
haie, returms
10 Australia
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for a series of
plano quintet - \
concerts in \ ‘ ‘ o
October flheeal L8
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be higher the Bair, the doser 10 God - of at beast, in the
case of Japanese planist and composer Hiroms Uehara, to
2 creativity so ever-asoending. 50 apparently infisite, that
watching ber play can often feel like 2 relgious expen
ence. Omstage, her hair artfully zhooshed into a dark
cloud rising high above ber head, the Grammy-winning
virtuoso undeashes a deluge of notes that beap, wharl, tusse and flow, dis.
appearing and reappearing & ways intricate, ambitions and froquently
astonushing
Her perfarmances sparkle with joi de vivre, flash with mischievous
humour. Sometimes, while she's playing her Yamaha concert grand, or
her Clavia keyboards, or the small Korg synth that sits on top of her
piano - in succession, o all at once - shell swing her legs, stamp her
feet, pet up and run in place
She might pound the keyboands with her fists, as she did during the
opening ceremanry of the Tokyo 2021 Sesmamer Olympics, clad in Mack

The hair-raising
talent of Hiromi

The world’s most interesting jazz musician is heading for
Australia, writes JANE CORNWELL

legpings and a red peplum dress designed by Ber husband of more than
two decades, cult fashion designer Mihara Yasuhiro
Maybe shell wig out 102 solo by her trumpeter (Adam O'Famill), like
oo her much-wasched 2023 NPR Tiny Desk Concert. Or shel tip ber
Read back and gaze steadily at the ceiling. her fingers caressing lrr'lr\\
in thrall 10 a higher power. Arguably Japan's greatest kiving jazz musi
ctan, Hircant has been called *a whirlighg of jazz-gencrating electricity”
by the New Yeek Times, and “coe of the mant remarkable puanksts of the
Last half century” by All Music Guide.
ﬂin ?rdm \h:- returns 1o Australia for 2 series of plano quintet con-
;r_ mxm::;x; :;l: : :‘:llm music vibe speaking 10 the versatility of
“The plano is an orchestra in isel(”
mated i ber apartment & New
ating from Berkiee College of M,
“Each piano has its own

says Hiroma, 45, elfin and ani-
York, where she moved after radu-
husic i Boston in the early 20005

personabty. some ae sad from underuse.
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I become buddies
with every piano I
meet. I love the
instrument and want
people to know its
potential

red happy | become buddie
1 meet. | kove the |
hential

trsment and wart people U

arted bearming classical g
a0t fof het chder becther
thecugh her plano t
ng Ervoll Garmer's 1995 live rece
Oncar Peterson’s 1964 telease, wt Recuuets, on repeat
and who would write *spend a e full of dreams” on each of
Hiroes's sew ssusic books.

“For me. hearing juxs i 4 kid won like seeing the Leys smd
ing and dancing.” says | whise enery and eagerness b
lears was such that her mother racknamed her “Curious
George” after the inquntive cartcon meakey | coubdnt stop
moving ey which never happened with ach g¢ Mogart
1 koved the improvisng 1 loved the rhythm called swing |
started putting new sounds in with classienl ssusic”

She fimbes 3 smile. “And I've kept on imagining and
exploring *

Hiromi was 12 when she travelled 1o Tarwan 10 play ber
fest show abeoad ("1 realined the plamo was bke 3 plane; it
Could take me sy where” years later she wan perfoeming
with the Crech Philharmon drchestra She was I when a2
chance mecting with (hick Corea - ancther American jae
R scon - charged her e

"1 heard that Chick was rehearung at the Yamaha bullding
in Tokyo where | was taking Jewscen.” she says. “1 loved his
muvc foe yeary and pavt had to find bum and sy hi He sked

play something, then to impeovise, then to mprovise
him Then he mvited me 10 be 3 puest in his show the next
evening”

Boiefly a teenaged jitghe writer for an ad agescy i Japan
(there was & Nissan ad starring Mr Bean), sbe went on to study
composition and arranging at Berkiee in 1999 undes the aegn
of mentors (nchsding j322 prano bero Ahmed Jamal (foe whoes
she opened at the Umsbeta Jazz Festival in 2007) Among the
saany shising taents co campus, Hiromi stood out for ber
freewheeling creativity and freakishly big hair “1 did 3 show
alter | aemived and the next day womeone came wp to ey friend
and s, You played amazingly last pight” Prople cosldn
dfferestate Detween Asian people’s fom, abo because we
mostly have black hair. S0, | made ey hasr icoaic so that
everyone would say, ‘OK. that's Heomd

Produced by Jamal, Hiromd's 2003 debut album Ancther
Mind bottied scme of the Vietuosc sapredctably that, I3 sbe-
&0 abums aod countless international performances later.
enthralls millons around the woekd It introdaced us 10 2 man-
enck penms whose fluences reege from Bartok, Debussy

@ Concert by tie Sea sad

and Rachmanieow 10 Jeff Beck, Nma Simone and Frask
Zappa, and whose sound has evolved with every rriease. In
2007 she tecoeded the abum Duet with Chick Corea. In 20U
she woa a Grammy for her work with bassist Stasdey Clark,

and in 2012 she made ber live Sedut i Amstralia

Hieomd has been 2 sporadic visitor to our shores, froating

bands cherry-packed for their collaborative imstincts and virts

osic smarts. This time acouad, for dates inchoding the Sydney
Iotermaticasl Women's Jazz Festval and Mebourne laterna.
tonal Jazz Festival, she's leaving behind her high-energy jazr
famk tand Scescwonder, and will instead be accoespanied by
PUBLIQuartet, a penire Jeaping Grameny-comeated impro-

vining strieg outfit also from New Yok Oty

Together they present Siver Linings Suite, the four-
marvemant work that Hiroms wrote in 10 while grovaded in
Hamamatis wih her (amady (et Lather s an ex-banker, ber
becter 3 armalint) Suring the pandemic. The fear and low
hat she felt ot the tume was compounded by the devastution
bring wTremt oo e lve mamc edary

long relationndug wih the Blue Note in Tokyo,
conbdnt open s they manly have these renowned
frrniciaen from stourd the world preformeng and a0 one was
owed nto the country” she says. “1 offered to 4o 2 Bve-
stresmed show feom there called Save Live Mo, | 84 12 wlo
s onet Yo days 44 the first efition n August and Septess
bt X000, with 3 lemstird capuacity of 40 per cent. | newnited with
2 tap dancer Td worked with, then & violist. 1 et felt | had to
o something *

Hiroml was lstening 10 Lyric Sutte for Sextet, the 1992
album featuring Chack Corea, vibraghonest Cary Burton and a
chamber #ring Quariet. when she bt on the idea of writing 2
naite that woubd trace het emctional yoursey through the pan
demic. She called Corea (whe Sed in February 2001 aged 79)
o1 his home i Florida %o hat it over and, with b encoursge-
Bent. prpued Bev compouticaal magnaton by wilng lour
emmpty chairs sroesd her puan

Something cicked. she says. “1 started weiting s f | was
talking to myself, slooe. accrving s deep well of feelogs
wade of me bt aiso experiencng S thing that everybody
everywhere went through.” she syt “1 knew &t was gong %o

work

Performnd with 2 quartet of Japanese string players ca two
vicling, vicla and ceflo, Sdver Lining Seite opens with the
servy tractals of buokstxcn, moves eto the swiring Saxrkons of
The Unkaown, then the medtative. witly cwdodc Drifers,
hefore the cimactic fnake. Fortitude “We had to be trong.”
Hiromi says. *1 think of Chick, who I'd nocmallly see two or
three times 3 year 3t fetivais, and who | was meact 10 be cob-

| on her One Minute Portrat senes, 3 virtual do grogect e

Ahovecased cn Ieabagram durng e fandeTac smorg Shem

the yearning Someday ( with Dassest

Avinhai Coben). and the tense ILF9PM. 3 track inspired by the

lne "The night is long that never finds the day” in Macheth - 2
take on hope and dopas

“1 knew the morneeg would come. and that the sun wodd

dass clasecal and jarr muscans achadng Hirom's pano
M_N-ndinl’hrw;auhmd
| 2023 Released the same year, ber abum Somscwonderiand
was 3 mavimalist flesta, “a Covid aterparty” topped caly by
m\-mxmmthm‘m-mmuuﬂy
severs 5O run on the 9ot bt 1o geoet wings and Sy mto ace.
The hair isnt always 25 wikd, of a5 high, 2 & coce was. The
world - or at least, the jazz workd - knows who Hirce i Bet
the creativity s & Szzying a5 ever
'wwwm.mwmnm*'
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“They're ke classical mmsicians but they cross over. The | ing yourself at every stage.”

celist dasically plays like a cootrabuns [double bass] player

would in 2 Jazz setting.” she says.

"We had an afternocn logether rebearsing and that was all

we peded. It's 30 easy to play with them.”

She parses and smiles. “There's nothing dgger than that ™

Miremsi performs at Spdney s Oty Recital Halll on October 24
them toun o Perth, Melhourne and Adeisde.




